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should not be underestimiiated, because, if these
learned professional groups with mutual interests
pool their joint efforts in civic and legislative
matters, it is questionable whether any important
matter in which they are jointly concerned could
go down to defeat, either in legislative halls or
through the general election ballot.

* * *

Twenty-five Thousand Professional Men
Can Mold Public Opinion.-In California, the
licensing boards in medicine, dentistry and phar-
macy have on their registration rolls some 9,000
physicians, 6,000 dentists, 9,100 pharmacists and
1,300 assistant pharmacists, or in all about twenty-
five thousand professionally-trained men and
women, which, in a state with more than five mil-
lion citizens, may seem only a minority group. So
it is, in numbers; but in capacity for influence,
this limited professional aggregation could proba-
bly mold public opinion more easily than any other
similar number of persons, no matter to what
vocations, in what business or other activities they
night belong.

* $ *

October Conference of Officers and Com-
mitteemen Should Consider This Subject at
Fresno.-We present this thought as worthy
of careful consideration by the officers and mem-
bers of these three respective professions, each of
which, in recent years, has suffered attacks from
special interests, resulting in battles which might
have been fought to a more successful conclusion
had the united strength of the three professions of
medicine, dentistry and pharmacv been brought
into play.

* * *

California Medical Association By-Laws
Provide for a "Contact Committee."-When
the present Constitution and By-Laws of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association were adopted at Coro-
nado in May, 1929, one of the new standing
committees provided for was the "Committee on
Associated Societies and Technical Groups"; and
it may be well to quote Section 16 of Chapter V
of the By-Laws, to note what it states concerning
the functions of this committee:

Chapter V, Section 16.-The Committee on Associated
Societies and Technical Groups, subject to the instructions
of the Council, shall endeavor to create proper liaisons be-
tween this Association and other state and national medi-
cal organizations, as well as with the organizations of
related professions, such as dentistry, pharmacy, and nurs-
ing. It shall also endeavor to bring about a proper under-
standing with nonmedical organizations or groups of techni-
cians and others whose work has a bearing on, or is re-
lated to, the practice of medicine.

It is to be hoped, therefore, that the present
committee, consisting of Dr. John V. Barrow of
Los Angeles, Dr. William H. Geistweit of San
Diego and Dr. Edwin L. Bruck of San Fran-
cisco, will be able to make a progress report
concerning its work at the Fresno meeting in
October of State Association officers, county
society secretaries and members of standing com-
mittees, that will be of highest interest and value
to all concerned.

Fraternal Delegates to These Associated
Professions.-Why, also, would it not be good
p)olicy for the California Medical Association to
have a standing rule to send fraternal delegates
each year to the annual sessions of the California
State Dental and Pharmaceutical Associations?

It might be advisable, in addition, to make pro-
visionl for a conjoint session of the legislative com-
mittees of the three professions, to discuss pending
and prospective laws. Each group could hold its
own meeting part of the day, but a brief general
session, say from 11 to 12:30 noon, with luncheon
to follow, could go far in making for better under-
standing and agreement on efforts that should be
coordinated.
The changing times and the many onslaughts

by social and other theorists necessitate new lines
of offense and defense in professional practice.
Proper union between the members of the medical,
dental, pharmaceutical, and also the nursing pro-
fessions would go far in making for better protec-
tion of the public health, and at the same time
aid materially in the maintenance of professional
standards and aims.

CALIFORNIA "MIGRANTS": "WORKERS"
AND "ROVERS"

A New California Problem.-During the
several years just passed, a new social, public
health and economic problem has forced itself
upon the attention of state, county and municipal
officials of California. It has to do with migratory
workers, or "migrants," as the daily press is begin-
ning to designate them. Because these transient
laborers-some merely "rovers" in search of a
kindlier climate and environment, and an easier
mlode of living-are often almost without financial
means, compelling them to live under crowded and
uinhygienic conditions, their presence in a commu-
nity early and necessarily attracts the notice of
state and local public welfare and health officials;
and later, the mounting costs of the physical care
and relief needed by these indigent or near-
indigent transients make such inroads upon state
and local funds as to challenge the attention of
adlministrative officials.

* * *

Articles in This Issue.-In this issue of the
Official Journal will be found some press clippings
and other articles* giving illuminating informa-
tion on the bigness of this California problem; a
matter, indeed, so serious, in these days of eco-
niomic stress and strain, that it has at last taken on
special importance for taxpayers as well as state
anid local officials.
The article and letter, for example, by Director

Dickie indicate the manner in which the State
Board of Public Health is drawn into the picture,
both from the demands of preventive and also of
curative medicine; the latter called for when per-
sons of insufficient residence in California are not
eligible to admission to county hospitals, it then

* See, for press clippings, page 141; for article on migra-
tory workers, page 106; for letter, page 131.
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l)ecoming necessary for state and local health au-
thorities to step in, both to give emergency medical
care and to prevent the spread of infectious dis-
eases. The extent of the economic phases will be
better understood, after perusal of the rising relief
costs in one county of the state, that of Los
Angeles.

* * *

Responsibilities of Respective County Medi-
cal Societies.-In counties in which these
"'migratory camps" come into being during differ-
ent periods of each year, the component medical
societies may serve their respective communities
in good wise, through the appointment of special
committees to make surveys and reports on how
best to bring about efficient codperation with local
public health agencies and other officials.

* * *

Federal Cooperation Is Also Indicated.-
Here, also, we deal with not an intrastate, but
rather an interstate problem; wherefore, in good
time, federal cooperation and support must like-
wise be forthcoming. Some of the press clippings
take up this phase of the problem.

"GOVERNMENT MEDICINE"
"Los Angeles Times" Prints a Sound Edi-

torial on Senator Lewis' American Medical
Association Address at Atlantic City.-The
address of Senator James Hamilton Lewis of
Illinois, made at the Atlantic City meeting of the
American Medical Association a,nd printed in the
Journal of the American Medical Associationt pro-
ceedings of the House of Delegates, has become
the basis of much comment, partictularly so be-
cause of the vagueness of some of the Senator's
statements.

Fromii later accounts, it would appear that Sena-
tor Lewis spoke, not in the name of President
Roosevelt, but as a "friend of both the Federal
Administration and the Medical Profession." For
Ihis kinidly advice, physicians should be apprecia-
tive, even though they fail to accept many of his
premises and conclusions. His remarks were dis-
ctussed in both the medical journals and the press
in general; and an editorial, with the caption,
"Government Medicine" (reprinted on page 141,
in this number), which appeared in a recent issue
of the Los Angeles Timtes, is given place because
it brings out some very sensible points. Its perusal,
consequently, is commended to our readers.

NEW PUBLIC HEALTH LAWS
New Laws Become Operative on August 27,

1937.-On August 27, the statutes approved by
the Legislature and signed by Governor Merriam
become laws. In previous issues comment was
made on proposed laws. Some of these failed to
receive legislative approval, others were given
"pocket" or direct vetoes by the governor, or
signed by him, these last to find places on the
statute books. '

Many members of the Association, during the
recent legislative session, gave much appreciated
aid when called upon by the California Medical
Association Committee on Public Policy and Leg-
islation; and for them and other readers the com-
ments which follow are nereby presented.

* * *

Laws Relating to the Medical Practice Act.-
From the report of the Law and Education Com-
mittee of the California Board of Medical Exam-
iners, Charles E. Schoff, M. D., chairman, we
quote:
On June 24, 1937, the records of the Secretary of State's

Office show the following bills, in which the Board of
Medical Examiners has been interested during the last
legislative session, to have been signed by the Goveror
and chaptered:

Senate Bill 133 (Code bill-companion to Assembly
Bill 880); signed June 17, 1937. Now Chapter 414, Stat-
utes 1937.

Senate Bill 252-Provided funds for a building for this
department in Sacramento; signed May 12, 1937. Now
Chapter 288, Statutes 1937.
Assembly Bill 880 (Code bill-companion bill to Senate

Bill 133); signed June 16, 1937. Now Chapter 399, Stat-
utes 1937.
Assembly Bill 1005-Added Section 581 to the Business

and Professions Code re diploma mill; signed June 17,
1937. Now Chapter 446, Statutcs 1937.
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Assembly Bill 1004 (Received Pocket Veto)-Proposed
to amend Section 2380 of the Business and Professions
Code, prohibiting "the actual practicing of any system or
mode of treating the sick or afflicted which is intended or
has a tendency to deceive."
Assembly Bill 1253 (Received Pocket Veto)-Among

other provisions prohibited dispensing, prescribing or sell-
ing of dinitrophenol for therapeutic purposes.

Senate Bill 782 (Received Pocket Veto)-Added the
following sections to the Business and Professions Code:
(a) required appellant to pay cost of appeal, (b) included
under the heading of "unprofessional conduct" the "fraudu-
lent representation by advertisement or otherwise that a
manifestly incurable condition of sickness, disease, de-
formity, ailment, or injury of any person can be cured. . . "

(c) knowingly making or signing any false certificate while
acting in a professional capacity, or while acting within the
scope of practice permitted by the certificate issued.

Senate Bill 783 (Received Pocket Veto)-Amended
Section 2436 of the Business and Professions Code pro-
viding for injunction.

Senate Bill 1139 (Received Pocket Veto)-Amended the
so-called college incorporation bill passed in 1927 (Chap-
ter 152, Statutes 1927).

California State Board of Public Health.-
A resume of legislation relative to public health
enacted by the Legislature of 1937, and receiving
the Governor's approval, includes the following:
Assembly Bill 2790, now knownt as Chapter 787, Stat ttes

of 1937.
This Act provides for the establishment in the State

Department of Public Health of a Bureau of Venereal Dis-
eases whose function it shall be to "cooperate for the pre-
vention, control, and cure of venereal diseases with physi-
cians and surgeons, medical schools, public and private hos-
pitals. dispensaries, clinics, public, and private schools,
colleges, normal schools, university authorities; federal,
state, local, and district health officers and Boards of
Health and all other authorities; institutions caring for
the insane; and with any other person, institutions or
agencies."

It gives the State Board of Public Health power to
" ... triake and promulgate such rules and regulations as


